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LEAD ROLES: WALT KO
and the same buzz cut he had
TAO VANG LOR- aslig
Tao's smart, quick-witte

Corean War Veterawith slate blue eyes

: pohilitary in 1953, looks young for his age,
on i geod\lookingian Johnny Depp type of sixteen, SUE-
O\ Y€ v S

Tao’s gangbanger
STEVE- one of Walt

another Hmong ganger, MITCH- one of Walt's sons,
\tobstate, FARIJANOVICH- very young parish priest,

ALNATION: Recommend- Mild
ALUATION: Recommend- Mild



SYNOPSIS:

aren’t much interested. The feeling seems to beiahu Walt's ont%eal
DAISY, his very old dog.

CA . e
Gran Torino—she wants to know if she can have gnvhe :FEA
about having a couch for when she goes to collegéailowin
both accounts.

aracial slur. Father Janovich then tells
Mr. Kowalski since they’re not friends, th
and obtain his confession. Walt doe

When people finally start to leave, Wa cables to help two old ladies (which

Me to help Walt. But that’s okay since

C \w% d

Walt worked at a Ford plant for
Toyota.

withagtypof at least 40 people is taking place,
PHONG (Tao’s grandmother) conplai hereoisnan in her house, not even Tao. Tao

a backseat passengekipg a sub-machine gun. Tao tries to
ather than get in dnevith them.

in hand, catches him tryingteal his Gran Torino. Meanwhile, Janovich
he VFW, where he is hanginip\aifew casual buddies, to pester him
alt finally opens up a little.



Walt is rescreening the windows in his garage wiénh calls Walt up under the gui
seeing how he is but really only wanting to knowMélt still has a connection with som
who has Viking season tickets. Walt then waxesGren Torino and parks it taunting
driveway.

trash though. Sue, Tao, and their mom VU knockMait's d 3 7 'S actions.
Walt then recognizes Tao as the would-be car tneftells themif \ they ever

On the way home from the Barber shop, Walt sees\@ik \ith Wi nd TREY
and they are being harassed by three black guyat ddh '
making Trey walk. This is the beginning of theike

afer they are shown the door. Walt
porch till Sue invites him to a

he has always given Walt the evil eye,
KHUE gives him a dead on

but the rest of the guests welcome h
reading.

make amends and(restote horo
week. Walt doesn’t a0 wrklng for h|m andna!IJust has him stand in the garden as a

% :




Walt continues to offer Tao suggestions when heyisg to do chores around his own
aims imaginary rifles at the gangbanger Honda skt through the neighborhood. Tao
Walt’'s help for problems in his kitchen and thelyedhe kitchen faucet and ceiling f
Walt's garage where Tao is in awe of all Walt'slsooWalt coughs up some blood
changes the subject.

No longer as strong as he once was, Walt callsiMadelp him move a freez
basement. Mitch, who is watching baseball, lied s his dad that he is
goes and asks Tao, who is happy to help.

Walt and Sue eat and converse as they watch Tao aveswax the Gr,
helps Walt in the garden and Walt suggests thatgEaa job in con
school. He also decides that they need to maraop the firg
to the barber shop for him to observe how men comecate!

Walt then talks to old friend TIM KENNEDY who isjab super
Tao a job. Afterwards, they stop and Walt buysd belt anc

he can borrow some of his own tools.
»\

One day on his way home from work, Tao is-attadke&n
trashed and/or thrown onto a roof and Sm %p 3 di

Tao’s face a few days later and wants tos
of it.

One evening, the gangbangers i Yogdine on Tao’s house. Walt finds that no
one is badly hurt inside, \ ' beyall soon learn that Sue never made it to her
aunt’s house. Much later, g retuibnutally beaten and raped. Walt returns

for the first time hrmows his lawn, gi@thaircut and a straight shave for the first

first and see him later in\the<a oon. Walt esathe most of his day—smokes in the house
3 1 u
s§x

ishes cleaning and oilimgp weapons. Walt says he wants Tao to have
ing they might not be coglback home tonight, and sends Tao to the



Walt then brings Daisy over to Phong, ties theHem®und her lawn chair, and asks h
over her before he goes to the VFW and orders joWhalker Blue for himself and a rou
everyone there.

them all having their weapons drawn. Walt putgyarette in his mou@n
have begun to gather around to watch the showdown.

r a lighter,
Walt mutters “Hail Mary” to himself as he reaches fis own. pon and killed

by the 6 gangbangers.

By the time Tao and Sue arrive, the gangbangerseang 3 epolice. The
police tell Tao that since they actually have wsses tha ) rS murtered an unarmed
man, they should be going away for a long ti

Tao joins the Kowolski's in a law offi
colorfully leaves Tao his Gran Tori
it.

SCREENPLAY COMMENTS:
[ tomed to finding in submitted materials,
strucgoed characters, good authentic dialogue.

aws thougis stated that Tao is sixteen and that
statéd.ag o further confuse the issue, high school is

evexplains totW4lTao is really smart even though he is
s he'drbsdhool and that week he had to work every day

ey'd hire sometma wouldn't be able to show up till after
it he's gotten thia aummer job, but the last reference to



In the context of Walt's character, there are tlesesamples in his dialogue that just do&

jive. The major thing is that he uses all theseous demeaning ethnic slurs for othgenrac
only calls black people "colored" which is tamecomparison to his use of spic, zi thead,

1950s time period in which Walt is stuck.

Being stuck in the 1950s, Walt wouldn't use theaphr'big gay spoﬁ%&' i€
writer has the character speak it either, whiabnis of the factors we
believe "man up" is a little too now for Walt ane Wwould be better
out of him".

WRITER COMMENTS:
Schenk is a good writer with a good ear for dia®@ther than the few
also able to depict depth and range of charactir edse.



